




Ortega might be the least known historic neighborhood 

in Jacksonville, but it also has a reputation for being 

one of the wealthiest. And it is rumored to have housed 

several notorious gangsters.

Spain surrendered Florida to England, the land was 

granted to Abraham Jones by King George III. Within 

ten years, Jones had left. In moved Colonel Daniel 

McGirtt—a farmer, a British loyalist until he switched 

neighborhood is still named for him.

McGirtt’s land changed hands multiple times into the 

Ortega Company, with the help of Henry Klutho, the 



respected architect, platted the land. Over the next three years, the wooden Ortega 

Bridge was in operation with trolley service, providing the new development with 

easier access to Jacksonville at large. Land lots were sold with a starting price 

remain standing today, as do many stately homes in Colonial, Mediterranean, 

and Tudor Revival styles, which are worth millions now. 

The early developers of Ortega controlled property by deed restrictions in 

keeping with the original plans of a residential community. That hasn’t changed 

pedestrian safety. The easy strolls under tree canopies are a regular routine for 

sunsets in the city, not to mention, the view of the downtown skyline.





replaced the wooden one to accommodate 

a historic landmark, and is estimated to 

breathtaking. 

 Ortega is also home to the Florida Yacht 

Club, the fourth oldest surviving yacht 

found its permanent home in Ortega in 

has hosted numerous prestigious golf tour

naments. Marinas and other facilities in 

the area cater to the boating needs of the 

Ortega community from Lamb’s Yacht 

Center to Sadler Point Marina, Huckins 

Yacht Corporation, Lakeshore Dry Storage 

and the Marina at Ortega Landing.



@



Avondale is one of Jacksonville’s most popular historic 

neighborhoods. It is upscale and sophisticated.

Avondale is built upon former plantations that existed 

The area was originally an extension of Riverside until the 

identity divided by Seminole Road, though some locals 

insist the demarcation is King Street, while others say it is 

Developed by the wealthy northern investors of Telfair 

Stockton and Company, Avondale was named for a commu

nity in Cincinnati where James Challen, a key investor for 

whom Challen Avenue is named, had lived. Avondale was 



to incorporate garages and carports to 

accommodate automobiles that were 

becoming a popular transportation 

mode at that time. The new enclave was 

marketed as “Riverside’s Residential 

Ideal,” a residence for the “correct” and 

utilities had already been put in place.





Architecturally, Avondale homes 

are formal, mainly of Mediterranean 

Revival, yet the  Colonial design 

found throughout the neighborhood. 

There are exceptions; one of note is 

a riverfront mansion in the Tudor 

Richmond Street. It was built for 

Edward Wood Lane, Sr., the founder 

Towers, a mortgage banker and 

developer, was the second owner. 

Towers House despite subsequent 

turns of ownership. It is said that 

behind a particular piece of paneling 

there is a secret room that can be 

accessed by use of a bobby pin, and 

there’s a gold leaf ceiling in the 

breakfast room.



Avondale’s landscape owes its 

original design to William Chase 

Pitkin, Jr. of Cleveland who mapped 

out curved property lines rather than 

gridded, winding streets rather than 

straight, and plenty of public parks.

Avondale was added to the 

was awarded the designation. Shortly 

after, began an annual tradition that 

is now more than three decades 

old: Christmas in Avondale, which 

and festivities.





Riverside is one of Jacksonville’s oldest neighborhoods and which required enfencing to keep out roaming cattle and 

the labor of city prisoners to clear the underbrush.

honor engineers who assisted in dredging and jetty work 



built along a section of Riverside Avenue and dubbed “The 

Row.” The Riverdale Inn, a bed and breakfast establishment 

today, is one of the original structures still standing. The 

Cummer Museum of Art, though not the initial Row structure, 

is built on the site of the original mansion and includes 

some of its clay roof tiles.

In addition to homes, schools of Riverside add voice to 

Its namesake was a physician credited with the invention 

That building still stands in Riverside, but not as a school; 

its classrooms have been renovated into condominiums.





Robert  E.  Lee  High  School,  

oldest high school in all of 

Jacksonville, it has since been 

renamed Riverside High as of 

a student at Lee and a founding 

member of the rock band Lynyrd 

Skynyrd. He had been reported 

to the principal and suspended 

hair. Later, he dropped out to 

devote full time to his band, 

which he named for the Lee gym 

teacher, Leonard Skinner, who 

had reported Rossington to the 

principal for defying regulations.

Riverside is popular today for 

its diversity in people and places. 

Residents include senior citizens 

as well as millennials, single 

professionals living alongside 

growing families. A range of 

architectural styles can be found, 

too, from Gothic Revival to Early 

Modern and more.

Riverside’s eclectic mix of 

old and new is particularly 

apparent in its southeastern 

main intersection, it’s a place 

of historic feel with bohemian 

of restaurants and bars, antique 

shops and vintage clothing stores. 

though renamed over the years, 

pictures.









Murray Hill is the most urban of Jacksonville’s historic neigh

borhoods. The area is found quite attractive by young families 

coziness within a city vibe.

Located between Cassat Avenue and Roosevelt Boulevard, 

porated as a town with its own government leaders; the 

establishment of the Florida Military Academy in Murray Hill 

during WWI and the expansion of a trolley line to connect with 

downtown Jacksonville helped the neighborhood along. Many 

of the houses built at that time were from kits distributed by 

it’s called, and was annexed by the City of Jacksonville, which 

caused Jacksonville to surpass Tampa as Florida’s largest city.
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During WWII, Murray Hill experienced 

residential growth again with the commissioning 

homes of the time were of a variety of architectural 

styles, from Prairie School to bungalow. Along 

French Street still stand several houses designed 

Dozier.

a commercial growth spurt. Edgewood Avenue 

became known as the “Avenue of Progress.” It 

was wide enough to accommodate parking, yet 

close enough to residential streets to encourage 

walking. Along came businesses like the Edgewood 

movie. That Art Deco building is now considered 

a charitable Christian outreach nightclub. From 

enclosed shopping center.

The last several years have found Murray Hill 

component is set to arrive along Edgewood Ave. 

horizon for the bustling corridor. Food options 

range from Asian to Mexican, Italian to vegan. The 

area is even becoming a burgeoning arts center, 

too, since the Murray Hill Preservation Association 

sponsored the Murray Hill Mural Project, painting 

over a dozen murals throughout the community, 

most of them by local artists. It’s no wonder 

Jacksonville’s best historic neighborhood.



Through the following century, it was dominated by plantations 

owned by Jacksonville families of distinction. After the Civil 

including the Hendricks plantation. A portion of that one was 

bought and platted by Harrison Reed as South Jacksonville; 

another portion was retained by family member Elizabeth 

we know today as San Marco.

this area from downtown was by ferry or by the Florida East 

Johns River Bridge, now called the Acosta Bridge, which was 

Telfair Stockton developed the area with an Italian Renaissance 

Revival theme in mind shortly after he had established 

Avondale. Winding streets, large lots, and grassy medians were 





points that made the neighborhood quite desirable. In 

the intersection of Atlantic and San Marco Boulevards, 

Jacksonville and continued to develop and expand into 

organization to protect the integrity and charm of the 

residential neighborhood and to encourage and enhance 

the vitality of the business district.

One of the Society’s major renovation projects was 

San Marco Preservation Hall. The structure was built in 

Jacksonville Magazine

voted it the Best Historic Venue. Beside it stands another 

historic structure, Stockton Cottage, which was built in 

those renting the Hall.

housing options.









Of all the historic districts in Jacksonville, San Jose is the 

one that was originally planned to function independent 

limits that had been a Spanish plantation were believed 

wise investment due to the growing popularity of the auto

But then came WWI.

paving of San Jose Boulevard was complete, the San Jose 

Estates Company headed by Charles W. Strickland purchased 

the acreage and began extensive building. The plan was that 

Epping Forest mansion was built, named for an English 

forest where ancestors of Mrs. Jessie Ball duPont had lived. 



The estate contained underground tunnels and 

a lion’s head fountain. It’s no wonder that San 

Jose was viewed at that time as Jacksonville’s 

most exclusive neighborhood. But then came the 

Great Depression, followed by WWII. 

set in motion ten years later had faltered. Only 

a fraction of the homes and amenities had been 

built. The San Jose Estate Company’s executive 

Road, which originally included a casino and 

gas station on site, eventually became part of 

San Jose Episcopal Church and Day School. The 

San Jose Hotel became part of The Bolles School 

campus that would be called by Architectural 

Digest nearly a century later the most beautiful 

Forest residence, gardens, boathouse, and river

front property were converted into a yacht club 

by the president of Gate Petroleum Company. 

An additional section of the estate was devel

oped into a gated community with houses and 

condominiums. The San Jose Country Club is 

the only structure from the original development 

that retains its intended function, continuously 

being renovated and expanded. 

True to Jacksonville resilience, San Jose is 

active and thriving today. The area retains its 

homes and in several of its street names, like St. 

Augustine Road. San Jose Boulevard serves as the 

neighborhood’s Main Street. Residents appreci







This is the area where a Spanish military post, Fort San 

from the British and other groups. At the time of its largest 

expansion, the fort is said to have been surrounded by a 

doned, and the land was turned into farms for growing corn, 

sweet potatoes, and oranges. The fort is no longer there, but 

at Atlantic Boulevard and White Avenue, there’s a marker 

that points to its former location, which is now the site of 

oldest private schools in the area. 

Bagley and Reuben Hogans by Spanish land grants were 

combined through the marriage of family members and 

divided into smaller parcels. One of these is what’s known 

include George Olaf Holmes and his son George Jr., both 

famous Jacksonville architects; Judge Thomas Olaf Holmes, 



which later transformed into Pan American Airlines. The Holmes 

Subdivision is named for this family as is Holmesdale Road. 

at the corner of Olive Street and Linden Avenue. It was originally a 

from St. Luke’s Hospital is there. Ironically, two white Confederate 

soldiers are buried beside a black Union soldier, Henry Liggins. 

and retirement area for the wealthy. Some of those homes still 

remain. Part of the appeal of the area was the quick boat ride away 

from the growing downtown section of Jacksonville, so, urban 

convenience minus the congestion. Another attraction was the 

In time, this neighborhood came to accommodate business 

a landmark business park. 

There are residences to accommodate a variety of income levels—

from mansions to masonry—and it’s not unusual to meet folks 

who grew up in the area, moved out of state to attend university, 

and came back to buy a house and raise a family.



Hogans came to possess this land that had been given the name 

were installed. When displaced citizens of The Great Fire needed a 

a popular suburb of the city. The residential area was spared from 

St. Johns River, that separates it from the downtown business 

district. Housing construction in Queen Anne, Colonial Revival, 

Jacksonville was known as the Winter Film Capital of the World. 

Scenes from A Florida Feud

Allowing businesses to build in the purely residential area proved 

(SPAR) was founded. Within five years, the organization 

successfully had reversed commercial zoning back to residential. 

Southern Living magazine named 

Young families continue moving into the area, bringing with 

restoration of historic houses highlight the mix of new and old 




