
EDUCATION
Master of Fine Arts

       in Creative Writing
       Nonfiction and Memoir
       University of Tampa
       May 2014

Bachelor of Arts in English
Professional-Technical Writing

       University of South Florida,
       Sarasota-Manatee
       May 2011

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS                                                        

Columns
“Local Folks” - monthly biographical stories based on
live interviews with working people
“The Way We Were” - monthly biographical stories
based on live interviews with senior citizens
“Ask the Expert” - a five-article series of answers based 

      on readers’ questions posed to the tutoring expert

Magazines
Asheville Made, celebrating local makers of art in
Western North Carolina
Circles Social Datebook and Charity Register, Northeast
Florida’s premier nonprofit and philanthropy magazine
Feminine Collective, online magazine of raw and
unfiltered narratives
Historic Life, a newcomer’s guide to the historical
neighborhoods of Jacksonville, Florida  

               
Newspapers

Mountain Xpress, Asheville and Western North Carolina
New Jersey Herald, Sussex County and surrounding
areas
Resident Community News, Jacksonville, Florida

          Riverside-Avondale-Ortega-Murray Hill edition
          San Jose-San Marco-St. Nicholas edition

Sparta Independent, Sussex County, New Jersey

SOLOPRENEUR

Freelance Writing Specialist                               
July 2012-present
       

352.422.0592

www.MaryWanser.com

Ormond Beach, Florida

Mary@MaryWanser.com
MFA-degreed writer, experienced journalist, and
dedicated application essay coach with more than a
decade of cross-industry proficiency. A career built on two
core pillars: capturing compelling human stories and
empowering the next generation to tell their own. Proven
reputation for delivering polished copy under tight
deadlines to local publishers and eliciting the authentic
voices of students as they craft compelling personal
narratives. Formally trained in creative, technical, and
academic writing styles.

FOCUS

Community Journalism
Accept assignments from local
newspaper and magazine editors
Interview subjects for biographical
profiles
Write and edit copy

Writing Coaching
Guide students through application
essays and personal statements
Specializing in Common App, private
scholarships, and supplemental
questions

PROFESSIONAL SUMMARY

MaryWanser.com/portfolio/ 

WRITING PORTFOLIO

http://www.marywanser.com/
http://marywanser.com/portfolio/
http://marywanser.com/portfolio/


STRENGTHS 

Capturing details
Communicating effectively
Encouraging shy writers
Generating ideas
Interviewing subjects
Meeting deadlines
Proofreading content
Safekeeping proprietary data

GENRES 

Academic
Biography
Essay
Memoir
Narrative
Nonfiction

page 2

Advertorials
Articles
Essays
Human Interest Stories
In Memoriams

Informative Features
Lyrics
Magazine Sidebars
Magazine Spreads
Press Releases

WRITING FORMATS

Kids Ministry Director                                        2025-present 
       Unity of Daytona Beach
       Holly Hill, Florida
       Create, plan, and deliver Sunday School lessons
       

Writing Coach                                                       2012-present 
       MaryWanser.com, globally online 
       Private consultation for high school and
       college students

Certified Tutor                                                     2012-present
       WyzAnt, Inc., national online registry            
       Customized lesson design
       2,000+ hours     
               

School Teacher                                                      2012-2018
       IMG Pendleton, private academy
       SCF Collegiate, public prep
       Bradenton, Florida 
       Assistant and substitute as needed 

Writing Tutor                                                              2015-2017 
       Pearson’s Smarthinking, Inc.
       Washington, DC, remote
       Student submission acceptance and review

College Professor, adjunct                                  2014-2015 
       State College of Florida   
       Bradenton, Florida 
       Language and Literature Department

INSTRUCTIONAL EXPERTISE
MaryWanser.com/testimonials/ 

TESTIMONIALS

AWARDS 

Best of Newton Award
       Tutor category
       March 2022

Top 10% Tutor of 2020
       WyzAnt, Inc.
       January 2021

https://marywanser.com/testimonials/
https://marywanser.com/testimonials/
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